
 
...a web log of developments in Sport Pilot/Light-Sport Aircraft

First Annual Midwest LSA Expo Looks Successful
October 2, 2009 

 
Videographer Dave Loveman, with whom I collaborate to create a growing number of LSA Videos, counted 43 airplanes on 
display not including a few doing demo flights. Nearly all the leading brands were present and some came a great distance for 
the inaugural Midwest LSA Expo event. The big guy is airport manager, Chris Collins.

Plenty of aviation enterprises face challenges but one of the toughest has to be starting a new airshow 
event. Not only must organizers get a myriad of details right and try to satisfy a broad range of 
expectations while trying to avoid losing a pile of money... they must also be blessed with agreeable 
weather. Good management may address the first items, but only Mother Nature can deliver sunny 
skies. *** Airport manger, Chris Collins, his Expo board, and a hard-working crew of Midwest LSA 
Expo volunteers faced overcast skies on Thursday and 20-25 knots of wind on Friday. Yet the two 
days brought highly positive reviews from every vendor I queried, a few sales were logged, and day 
three is forecast to have the best weather yet. On Saturday (the last day), the turnout is expected to be 
good enough that organizers think they could break even financially while drawing about 1,000 
attendees. *** For a first-year, LSA-only event, I'd call the Midwest LSA Expo a success at this point; if 
day three is as expected, the Mt. Vernon Outland Airport team will have every right to be proud of their 
accomplishment. Some vendors are already promising to return next year. Veteran airshow exhibitors 
offered comments: "The facilities are great... Chris and his aides have promoted and organized the 
LSA Expo very professionally... The town is amazingly supportive and the area offers an abundance of 
nearby hotels and restaurants." 

http://www.airnav.com/airport/KMVN
http://www.midwestlsashow.com/
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